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And it was in the days of King Saragosanus, a mighty and powerful 
king was he, and his kingdom had around five thousand of the children of 
Israel. All were wise and intelligent, heads of the thousands of Israel were 
they, as well as young men and their lads and their children and their 
babies. And twelve holy congregations, built from hewn stone and marble 
pillars, all beautiful, studded with beryl. And there was a custom and law 
of the Jews there that when the king passed on the street of the Jewish 
market, they would go out with three Torah scrolls from each 
congregation, thirty-six scrolls. Decorated in wrappings of embroidery 
and in cases of silver and gold, and pomegranates and apples of gold and 
silver, with showpieces of silver upon the tops of the scrolls. And they 
would bless the king in a great and loud voice and all the people would 
answer after him "Amen." Then came a day where twelve sages of the 
congregations were assembled, and twenty-four of their judges, and they 
spoke and said: "It is not proper that we do this, going with the Torah of 
our God, the Living God and Ruler of Existence 1 , before a worshipper of 
idols!" So they met up and established together to get six empty cases 
from each community, bedecked in their wrappings and their 
pomegranates, and go out before the king. Since this was done, it was their 
custom, that there would be holders of the Torah - the sage of the 
community and two judges with him. And no man knew this thing except 
for the sages and judges. And thus they did it until the tenth year of King 
Saragosanus. 

In those days there was a destroying man of strife and contention, 
evil and base, Hayyim Sami was his name. And this man was desired in 


1 


"the Living... Existence"from Jeremiah 10:10 
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the king's house, for he was a servant in the gate of the king, at the front 
in Israel. At that time, King Saragosanus promoted Hayyim Sami, to 
whom he gave the name Marcos, and placed his seat between the nobles 
who were with him in the royal palace. And then came a day when King 
Saragosanus went out and all the people who were with him and the 
nobles and the governors, as per his custom, to go out to fulfill their 
desires, and they crossed the midst of the city and, as chance would have 
it, to cross the Jewish market. And the Jews hurried and told the heads of 
the synagogues and their sages, saying: Hey, the king is crossing in the 
market! And the sages of the congregations and their judges went up, and 
all the people that was with them, and they went out with the empty cases 
as per their custom before he passed. And as they had counseled, bedecked 
in wrappings of embroidery, and they blessed the king in a loud voice and 
the people answered together and said, "Amen," and the king went on his 
way. 


And it was that evening, as the king sat on his royal throne, in his 
royal garments, purple and white and scarlet, and a great golden crown 
embedded with precious gems on his head. And his nobles, advisors and 
sages, said, "How honored is King Saragosanus today over all the kings 
on earth in the eyes of the Jews! When they go out before the king, heads 
and chieftains, every Israelite, with their Torah scrolls, to bow before him 
and bless him!" And the evil Marcos answered and said before the king 
and the nobles, "Far be it from these pathetic, pathetic Jews to do this! 
The king should know that the cases are empty, and there is nothing in 
them, since in deceit they do this!" And it was, when the king and the 
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nobles and sages and advisors heard this matter, anger seemed appropriate 

2 

to them, and the king was very outraged and his anger burned within him. 

And the king said to the sages, knowers of religion and law, and 
rulers on the laws, that this is the word of the king. To determine what to 
do for these criminals, these souls who tied a strong and sturdy bond upon 
the king to deceive him. And his sages answered and said before the king, 
"The death penalty for these people! If it is good in the king's eyes, may 
it be written and may he seal with the royal signet! And in the morning 
we will go out to them all of a sudden to go and pass through the Jewish 
market, and as they go out before the king with the books, we will open 
the cases and see if the words of Marcos are accurate! Then the king's 
forces will come up against them, all gripping the sword, knowing battle, 
each with sword on thigh - and they will kill them all as one in the midst 
of their communities, and their houses of prayer will be burned in fire! 
And their babies and women we will take as slaves and maids, except all 
the booty will go to the royal treasury!" And the matter was good in the 
eyes of the king and the nobles, to do so, and he wrote and signed with 
the royal signet. 

That night, sleep fled from 2 3 4 Ephraim Baruch, the sexton of the 
congregation in the city of Saragosa. And the man was an elder and high 
in standing, pure and upright and God-fearing, fleeing from evil and doing 
the work of YHWH with a whole heart and joy. And he saw, and look, an 
honored man, a great hairy man with a leather belt belted around his 

2 

"and the king... within him"from Esther 1:12 

3 "all gripping... on thigh" from Song of Songs 3:8 

"That night... from"from Esther 6:1 
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loins 5 , the clerk of all good news. And his appearance was like that of a 
man of God, very awesome 6 - Elijah the Prophet of blessed memory! And 
he woke him up from his sleep and said to him, "What are you doing, 
sleeping? Get up, quickly, don't just stand there! Go to the congregation 
building and fill the empty cases with Torah scrolls, and return and lie on 

H 

your bed! But guard yourself and guard your life carefully, for if you tell 
this vision to another, if you dare tell this thing, your blood is on your 
head, for you will die, die!" And the man Ephraim Baruch woke up and, 
behold, great dread had fallen upon him, so he gathered himself and did 
what the messenger commanded him. And he went and returned and lay 
on his bed and his sleep was untroubled. And just as this whole experience 
and this whole vision that the man Ephraim Baruch saw, so too saw every 
sexton of the twelve congregations at that time, on that night, and they 
told nobody. Just as the messenger man commanded them they did, and 
each of them the same, for he saw the vision and the prophecy alone, and 
the matter was amazing in his eyes. 

In the morning, on the seventeenth day of the eleventh month, that 
is the month of She vat, in the thirteenth year of King Saragosanus - that 
is 1352 years from the destruction of our Temple, and 5180 years from 

o 

the creation of the earth . And King Saragosanus got up, he and all his 
nobles and advisors and sages on that day. And they passed as a surprise 
on the path of the Jewish market, and the evil Marcos was walking to the 
right of the king. And all the force of the king walked with them, armed 

5 "a great... loins”from IIKings 1:8 

6 "and his appearance... very awesome” from Judges 13:6 

y 

"But guard... for if'from Deuteronomy 4:9 

g 

the year 1420 according to the Gregorian calendar count 
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with all kinds of weapons, and around three hundred reaper men, all 
gripping the sword, to do to the Jews as they desired. And so it was, as 
they passed in the Jewish market, they hurried and talked to the sages and 
the judges in haste. And they took the cases of the scrolls to bless the king 
and bow to him as per their law. And the king said to them, "Show me, 
please, the Torah of Moses, the man of the God by whose name you bless 
me." And when the sages and judges and all the people heard the word of 
the king, their heart left, and it melted and became like water. And they 
fretted, one man to another, and said, "What is this that God has done to 
us?" For they did not know what the God of their ancestors, the guardian 
of Israel who neither slumbers nor sleeps 9 , did for them. And the nobles 
of the king hurried and took in their hands one case and opened it and they 
saw it - the scroll - and they found written on the top of the page: "Yet 
even then, as they are in the land of their enemies, I will not reject them, 
and I will not spurn them to destroy them, to annul my covenant with 
them, for I YHWH am their God. 10 " And they read it in the ears of the 
king. And they took yet another case and opened it like the first and they 
saw it like its own law, full with the Torah of God. And they did this for 
a third, and a fourth, until they finished all thirty-six cases. 

And so, when the king and the advisors saw that in all the cases there 
were scrolls of the Torah of God, the king blessed them, and issued a tax 
reprieve for three years, and redeemed them, and tribute, custom, and tolls 
they did not give 11 . And they went from with him to peace. And the king 


"the guardian of Israel... nor sleeps" from Psalm 121:4 
10 "Yet even then... their God" from Leviticus 26:44 
"tribute... give"from Ezra 4:13, in Aramaic 
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commanded and they hung Marcus the wicked on a tree, for seeking to do 
evil to the Jews. And his corpse they threw in a dungheap until the dogs 
ate his flesh and licked his blood, and all his bones they burned in a fire, 

and the wrath of the king was satiated. Thus may all your enemies perish, 

12 

YHWH, and those who love you go out as the sun in its might! 

Thus the Jews found in the city of Saragosa ordained and accepted 
upon them and upon their seed and upon all who join them, not to be 
broken, to practice the seventeenth day of the month of Shevat as it is 
written and at its time, every year, them and their children and their 
children's children forever and ever. Joy, gladness, and feasting and a 
good day, and giving gifts from one to another, and gifts to the poor. The 
Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor! ~ For Marcos the wicked 
wanted the Jews to be destroyed, but his evil plans were turned onto him, 
and they hung him on a tree, and his corpse became food for the wild 
beasts. Thus may all our enemies perish, YHWH! 


12 "Thus may... in its might"from Judges 5:31 
"The Jews had... honor" from Esther 8:16 
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